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Executive Summary

We are requesting funds from the Somewhere Valley PA Community Foundation to add a new Bathroom and Storage Room to our Fire Department.  This request will address three critical needs that exist in our organization and in the community. 
1. Currently our department has no shower capability for sheltered residents who 	are displaced during severe weather. 
2. Our emergency responders	have no capability to remove toxic contaminants off their bodies and be in compliance with OSHA Regulations. 
3. We are storing extra supplies in our Apparatus Bay preventing members from entering an emergency apparatus in the station while enroute to an emergency incident. 

The Total cost of the Project is $57,405. 

Contact Persons
Primary  - 	Trustee, Somewhere Valley PA VFD
		(Address, email and phone number provided here)

Alternate - 	Fire Chief, Somewhere Valley PA VFD  
				(Address, email and phone number provided here)

Detailed explanation of the project

The requested project will have a bathroom, showers, and a storage area. Currently we are storing extra supplies in our Apparatus Bay preventing members from entering an emergency apparatus in the station while enroute to an emergency incident. The apparatus must pull out of station so members are able to enter. 

We are requesting a new bathroom for our volunteers, employees and for the community. This bathroom will meet OSHA workplace requirements for Decontamination in a Fire Department. Currently we are non compliant with OSHA workplace requirements. 

Currently volunteer emergency responders must go home to shower to clean the soot and toxic chemicals off their bodies after a fire exposing an unnecessary health risk to their families. Their families should not be exposed to cross contaminants. This cross contamination exposure increases the risk to their families health, increasing doctor visits, hospital time, medical bills, time lost from work due to an unnecessary exposure that can be prevented.

During a Severe Weather Emergency our fire department is a designated shelter for Somewhere Valley. When the power goes out in the community during winter weather and other inclement weather conditions, community residents come to the fire department for shelter. This bathroom with showers will fill the gap in the community. Currently the fire department has no bathrooms with shower capability. Shelter is a basic necessity of human survival.  Sheltered residents should have the capability of maintaining their personal hygiene and preventing diseases in the community. We have the capacity to shelter 75 residents who are displaced due to severe weather conditions. 

In 2011, we addressed these three problems with our department members but never completed them due to the lack of sufficient funds for the project. The locality that we serve does not have a fire tax and we rely on donations and fundraisers to help us to pay for our normal operating expenses. We do not receive adequate funding from the township and from the residents that we serve.  

In addition to not being able to fund the project we have two Fire Apparatus that are over 25 years of age. Over the last three years our repair costs have skyrocketed and have crippled our operating budget.  The National Fire Protection Association recommends replacing fire apparatus that are 25 years or older due to an increased cost of repairs, and an increased out of service to need find parts.







Budget

The total cost of the project is $57,405. We solicited bids from three different construction companies and have selected the lowest bidder.  The company that the department has chosen to perform the work is bonded and licensed and has good quality of workmanship and is well-respected in the community.  

The Project will be compliant with the current applicable regulations, laws and codes. The bathrooms will meet OSHA regulations, the American Disabilities Act, International Code Council for the following codes; Life Safety, Building, and Electrical, HVAC, Plumbing. 

We are asking for a grant of $25,000. The project will be completed within 2 months from the start date. 

Evaluation

We will be tracking the impact of this grant for a period of 3 years to measure its effectiveness in supporting the needs of the community and the needs of the fire department.


Brief History of the Organization 

Somewhere Valley PA Volunteer Fire Department responds to fire, medical, and hazardous materials incidents.  We also respond to mutual aid requests to neighboring communities. The fire department delivers fire prevention and safety educational programs to the community.
Somewhere Valley PA Volunteer Fire Department is located in Somewhere Valley   a rural community in Anywhere County.  Seventeen active volunteer firefighters protect over 2400 people in four townships encompassing 29 square miles.  6.9 % of our residents that we serve live below the poverty line based on the 2010 census. 5 % of our senior citizens are living alone in our first due response area. Our Department has provided fire and emergency services for the past 58 years. 
Somewhere Valley PA Volunteer Fire Department is devoted to provide the best quality service in protecting life, property and the environment in our community and supporting other neighboring communities.
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a. Internal Revenue Service Determination Letter. (501 (c) 3)
b. IRS Form 990 for 2012 and 2013
c. 2014 Operating Budget
d. Contractor’s bid for this project
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