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K.A.R.E. for Kane Brings the Community Together
Nearly a decade ago, the Kane
Area Revitalization Enterprise
(K.A.R.E.) created an annual
event to rally volunteers with a
common purpose.
Started by Melanie Clabaugh
when she was executive director
of the Kane Area Development
Center (the umbrella under
which K.A.R.E., the chamber of
commerce, and the Kane Area
Industrial Development Corporation fall), the K.A.R.E. for Kane
community clean up event focuses on clean up, restoration, and
beautification projects within the
Borough of Kane, McKean County, and surrounding areas.
“We realized that people wanted
to give back and step up to help
the community, but many didn’t
know how to get involved. We
started K.A.R.E. for Kane to
create that opportunity – to bring
businesses, families, friends, and
neighbors together to make a
difference in Kane,” Clabaugh
explained in the past. She is now
a borough council member.
Kane Mayor Brandy Schimp
reported a record turnout for the
2018 event, with over 650 volunteers of all ages and skill levels.
An estimated 2,000 to 3,000 hours
were donated by the volunteers
in just that one day.
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“We partnered with Michelle
Dunn from the Great America
Clean Up, which donates trash
bags, gloves, and safety vests.
Additionally, we had over 45 local
businesses donate items, such
as mulch, gravel, food, water,
employees, dump trucks, lawn
mowers, and tools.
“As a borough of approximately
3,700, we were thrilled with the
outcome,” Schimp said.
One of the many projects taken
on by the volunteers was the
Clay Street School, which after
being vacant for 35 years was
purchased by the K.A.R.E. board
with the goal of turning it into
community space for the arts,
education, and culture.

to begin installing a new roof,
the first step in saving the school.
Without K.A.R.E. for Kane day, it
would have taken weeks to accomplish what these volunteers
did in a matter of hours.”
To engage school kids, a board
member visited a fourth-grade
class and asked students to
revamp the group’s logo. That
turned into a competition that
gave an opportunity for a student to visit the local business
where the logo was turned into
marketing materials and T-shirts.

During the 8 Annual K.A.R.E.
for Kane in May, volunteers removed the unsightly chain link
fence and overgrown bushes surrounding the property, mowed
the lawn, mulched, weeded, and
picked up litter. These dedicated
citizens even came with their
own excavators to level out the
“We strongly believe in encourground and remove stumps.
aging kids to take ownership in
their community and this event
This clean up was more than
provides a great avenue to do just
making the place look pretty.
that. By including them as a part
According to Mayor Schimp,
of the process, we hope to be creclearing out the yard made it
ating future community leaders,”
“possible for a local contractor to
get close enough to the structure Schimp said.
th

B o r o u g h N e w s O C T O B E R 2 0 1 8 | w w w. b o r o u g h s . o r g

K.A.R.E. for Kane volunteers partnered with the
Kane Parks Commission, as well as a young man
who turned his volunteering into his Eagle Scout
project, to revitalize and upgrade the trail, including the construction of culverts and bridges,
adding surfacing materials, and relocating a few
sections of the trail.
Beautification efforts for this asset had volunteers
staining fences, the pavilion, and picnic tables, as
well as weeding, mulching, and removing litter.
Now, in excellent condition, the trail was rededicated Oct. 14, 2017.
“It is truly amazing what can be accomplished
when people join forces for the good of the
community. K.A.R.E. for Kane is a highlight each
spring,” said Schimp.
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One of the most highlighted projects over the
past years was work at the Officer Steve Jerman
Memorial trail at Southover Park, which was laid
out and built over 15 years ago. However, low
trail usage and lack of maintenance had left the
trail in poor condition.
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DESIGNING FOR
THE FUTURE...

For more on K.A.R.E. for Kane, visit its Facebook page at www.facebook.com/KARE311150228907195.
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