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Setting the Agenda for the
2019-20 Legislative Session
Since 1911, the Pennsylvania State
Association of Boroughs (PSAB)
has sought to preserve, promote,
and advance legislation and
public policy in the best interests
of the Commonwealth’s 956 borough communities.

Boroughs having an at-large
system with no wards and under
3,000 population can reduce the
number of council members.
PSAB will seek legislation which
increases the threshold required
to petition the Court of Common
Pleas under Section 818 of the
Borough Code from 5 to 15 percent. Resolution 2017-7

Through past advocacy efforts,
PSAB helped to enact a modernized Borough Code; promoted
Prevailing Wage reform; sought
relief for unfunded mandates;
and supported legislation that
established land banks to convert delinquent properties into
productive use.

PSAB will seek legislation to
raise the current cap on real
estate property tax millage for
general borough purposes from
its ceiling of 30 mills to 35 mills.
Resolution 2014-6

The following outlines the priorities for the 2019-20 legislative
session.

Right-to-Know Law,
Legal Advertising, &
Sunshine Law

Borough Code Changes
& Governance

PSAB opposes any measures that
would further restrict the use of
executive sessions and require
those sessions to be recorded.

PSAB will seek legislation to revise compensation schedules and
rates for elected officials, which
have not been raised in over 20
years. Resolutions 2017-9 & 2016-3
PSAB supports an amendment to
Section 1141 of the Borough Code
adding the ability of borough
council to appoint a person, a
partnership, association, or corporation as the borough manager.
Resolution 2014-5

PSAB supports measures to
correct unintended consequences of the Right-to-Know Law on
municipalities, including allowing
boroughs to charge for commercial requests; allowing for a 10-day
response time; and clarifying that
bank numbers and passwords are
private. Resolution 2014-9
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Because “Newspapers of General
Circulation” are diminishing,
PSAB supports allowing municipalities to electronically publish
meeting notices on their website
to comply with the Sunshine Law.
Resolution 2014-11

Public Safety
PSAB will advocate for legislative
remedies to address recruitment
and retention, training, and
funding of local emergency service providers.
PSAB seeks legislation to increase
the allocation of the Foreign Fire
Insurance Tax returned to volunteer firefighter relief associations.
Resolution 2016-13
PSAB supports legislation to
charge municipalities larger than 3,500 in population a
per-person fee for utilizing State
Police services. Resolution 2018-3
PSAB has long advocated the use
of radar by municipal police and
will continue to advocate for this
tool as responsible speed timing
technology. Resolutions 2018-4;
2017-8; 2016-2; 2015-18; & 2014-2

Stormwater, Infrastructure,
& Technology

authority to lien real property
for unpaid utility bills including
stormwater fees. Resolution 2018-1

PSAB seeks legislation to amend
the PA State Highway Law to
mandate PennDOT maintain
all stormwater infrastructure
servicing state roads in borough
communities. Resolution 2016-5

Recycling

PSAB supports legislation that
would allow boroughs to assess
fees for stormwater management
activities, without the need to
establish a municipal authority.
Resolution 2016-11

PSAB seeks remedies to the
Covered Device Recycling Act
of 2010 to allow new options
for recycling bulky electronic
waste like TVs and computers.
Resolution 2016-7

PSAB opposes efforts to exempt
utilities from municipal land use
and right-of-way regulation or
grant them utility status or the
right to use eminent domain.
Resolution 2017-10

PSAB supports legislation authorizing counties and boroughs to
levy reasonable fees to pay for
mandated recycling programs
under Act 101. Resolution 2017-12

PSAB seeks to amend the
Municipal Claims and Tax Liens
Law to clarify municipalities’

PSAB seeks legislative remedies
to expand broadband technology
into rural and underserved areas.

Labor Mandates
PSAB seeks legislation to amend
Prevailing Wage Law to exempt

Legislative
Directories
One copy of the Legislative
Directory will be mailed to each
borough between April and May.
The directory contains contact
information for each cabinet
official and state lawmaker.

roadway milling maintenance
on local roads. PSAB also seeks
to increase the threshold to
$200,000 with an annual indexing mechanism. Resolutions 201811; 2016-12; & 2015-8
PSAB supports legislation to reform the Policemen and Firemen
Collective Bargaining – Act 111
– and split the cost of arbitration
between parties and level the
playing field in contract negotiations. Resolutions 2015-10 &
2014-12
PSAB advocates for legislation
to address costs for municipal
police court appearances and
fine-associated labor expenses, which have not increased in
years. These fines do not cover
labor costs for officers to enforce
these laws, especially if they go
to court. Resolutions 2018-6 &
2016-10

MEMBER
ACTION
ALERT
SYSTEM
Did you act on a PSAB
legislative alert?
Let us know.
Send an email to
actnow@boroughs.org.
Stay in the know.
Sign up for email alerts
at https://boroughs.org.
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Gov. Wolf Introduces 2019-20 Spending Plan
Gov. Tom Wolf presented his
2019-20 state spending plan on
Feb. 5 during a joint session of
the House and Senate. He is
seeking $34.1 billion – about $1.9
billion more in spending over
the 2018-19 fiscal year.
Wolf’s first second-term budget
address focused on education,
programs to improve workforce
development training in the
agriculture and manufacturing
sectors, and funding needed to
replace voting machines.
The budget proposal includes
no broad tax increases. Wolf is
again proposing a reduction in
the corporate net income tax rate
– this time from 9.99 percent to
5.99 percent by 2024.

General Fund. You can read more
about this proposal in the May
Borough News.
Budget highlights include the
following.

Minimum Wage
Wolf’s budget proposal included
a minimum wage increase to
$12 an hour this year, including
for tipped workers. The current
hourly wage of $7.25 an hour was
last raised in 2009 – the same as
the federal level. He then proposed increasing it by 50 cents
each year until it reaches $15 an
hour by 2025.
Wolf said it would take people off
of social services and would increase the amount of taxes people
pay and generate as much as $36
million for the budget in just its
first year.

Not part of the actual budget
proposal itself, but likely part of
the key debate, Wolf is again proposing a severance tax on natural
He is also seeking to boost the
gas. This time he is proposing
minimum wage for teachers that’s
that it would be dedicated to
been unchanged for decades
funding infrastructure projects in
– currently set at $18,500 – to
the state, instead of going to the
$45,000.

Education & Security
The proposal included $200
million more for basic education
funding and $50 million for special education funding.
PSAB President Carl Cox, left, was
invited to listen to the budget address
by Gov. Tom Wolf, right on Feb. 5.
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Schools would also get another
$45 million to focus on school
safety. Act 44 of 2018 created
a School Safety and Security
Commission within the PA
Commission on Crime and
Delinquency and would establish standards for school police
and school resource officers.
The $45 million would provide
grants to school entities and
community organizations for
security equipment and programming, including behavioral
health.
The State System of Higher
Education, which represents 14
institutions – many of which
are in Pennsylvania boroughs
including Clarion University
in Clarion Borough, Clarion
County, and Indiana University
in Indiana Borough, Indiana
County – would receive $475
million – a $7 million increase.
The four state-related institutions were flat-funded.
Wolf also proposed to provide
one-time grants of $2,500 to
students or graduates of PA
community colleges as an incentive to stay and work in the
Commonwealth. The budget
included a new $8 million appropriation for this program.

State Police

Environment

As he did in 2017 and 2018,
Wolf’s proposal included a fee
for municipalities that don’t have
their own local police force and
rely solely on State Police for
coverage. In this proposal, Wolf
said there would be a sliding
fee based on the municipality’s
size. He previously sought at $25
per-person fee.

The budget for the Department
of Environmental Protection was
cut by $20 million, bringing its
total to $138 million. However,
the Wolf administration announced it expected $28 million
in additional federal funds.

Naloxone
The proposed budget also included an additional $1.5 million toward naloxone, which the
state distributes to emergency
responders and the public to
reverse drug overdoses involving opioids.

Libraries
The state’s libraries would be
flat-funded at $54.4 million for
the fifth year. In 2001, libraries
saw a high of $75 million in
funding support. Because of this
decreased support, it continues
to put a burden on local governments which struggle to make
up the gap.

The proposed budget for the
Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources (DCNR)
was $391.9 million, a $9 million
increase. The proposal sought to
augment DCNR operations with
$30 million in revenue from the
Keystone Recreation, Park, and
Conservation Fund. Wolf also
asked the General Assembly
to use the Environmental
Stewardship Fund to pay for
programs under the current
“heritage and other parks” appropriation, which – along with
“parks and forests infrastructure
projects” – would be eliminated.

Agriculture
Because of the ongoing threats of
avian influenza and the spotted
lanternfly, $5 million was included in the executive budget for

Get Connected Online
Visit PSAB’s website
for tools to help you
be an advocate for
your borough.
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agriculture preparedness and
response. Thirteen counties in
Pennsylvania’s east and southeast are under quarantine to stop
the spread of the invasive insect.
The proposal included a $2.6
million increase for PA Preferred,
which would bolster the state’s
status as a leader in food and
agriculture and enhance the
growth of Pennsylvania’s organic food industry. Another $1
million would support urban
agriculture collaboratives and
industries like hemp, hops, and
hardwoods.

Transportation
The budget proposal included $6.4 billion in state funding for the Department of
Transportation, which would
reflect a decrease of $366 million,
or roughly 5.4 percent.
Pursuant to Act 89 of 2013 – and
beginning in the 2022-23 fiscal
year – the PA Turnpike’s annual
$450 million payment that supports mass transit will drop to
$50 million and the balance will
be supplanted by sales and use
taxes on motor vehicles, trailers,
and semi-trailers.
Wolf’s executive budget summary
stated that it was important to
note that Act 89 funding had been
fully implemented and markedly
large increases in funding for any
of the modes of transportation
was no longer expected.
As of the deadline of Borough News,
committee hearings were complete, and negotiations on a final
spending plan were ongoing.
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