Your Role in the PSAB
Resolutions Process

PSAB Department of
Government Affairs

Boroughs or County Boroughs Associations can put
forth resolutions for consideration and can ask PSAB
to advocate for or against an action. These resolutions
are voted on by delegates during the business meeting
at the PSAB Annual Conference each year. Each borough can appoint one voting delegate to represent it
during the voting process.
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Director of Public Affairs; Managing Editor, Borough News;
Managing Producer, Inside PA Boroughs
800-232-7722, Ext. 1049 • lsuhr@boroughs.org
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PSAB 108th Annual Conference
Investing in the Leaders of Tomorrow
June 9-12, 2019
Hershey Lodge

Leslie Suhr
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PSAB Fall Leadership Conference
Oct. 12-14, 2018
Seven Springs Mountain Resort

Executive Administrator; Government Affairs Liaison;
JCP Program Director; Assistant Producer, Inside PA Boroughs
800-232-7722, Ext. 1017 • sdrake@boroughs.org
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PA Municipal Legal Update
Aug. 8 & 9, 2018
Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey

Stephanie Drake
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PSAB Conferences
and Education

Assistant Director of Government Affairs
& Regulatory Affairs Coordinator
800-232-7722, Ext. 1044 • rgrutza@boroughs.org
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Resolutions are due to PSAB
by April 10, 2019.

Director of Government Affairs
800-232-7722, Ext. 1021 • etroxell@boroughs.org
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Sample resolutions are available on PSAB’s website,
www.boroughs.org under the “Legislative” tab.

Ed Troxell
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Resolutions also serve as a basis for public policy
changes sought by PSAB advocates. Lawmakers and
their staff at both state and national levels will note
that their borough constituents are requesting action
to address these issues.

Executive Director
800-232-7722, Ext. 1043 • ccap@boroughs.org
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Resolutions unify PSAB members by identifying
common issues facing our boroughs. Numerous
successful policies and laws have been implemented
because of advocacy efforts based on PSAB member
resolutions. Adopted resolutions are included in the
PSAB Municipal Policy Statement, which is PSAB’s
public policy position document of record.
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Stormwater on State Highways

Stormwater Mandates

Emergency Preparedness

Since 1948, the Commonwealth’s maintenance practices regarding its highway network have always been
addressed at the discretion of the secretary of PennDOT.
As a result, the level of maintenance which the state
may provide for a borough versus a first or second-class
township has seemingly been skewed to the advantage
of townships. The state does not treat its State Highway
Network as a whole, interconnected system. A reliable,
safe, and modern transportation system must be founded on a comprehensive and consistent policy of planning
and maintenance. Considering MS4 and stormwater
mandates, boroughs, unlike their neighboring townships, are deluged with expenses related to their storm
system infrastructure. PSAB supports SB 1035 which
is currently before the Senate Transportation Committee. The bill clarifies that PennDOT is responsible for
maintenance of stormwater facilities in boroughs with a
population of less than 2,500 residents.

PSAB supports HB 914 that would allow boroughs to
assess fees for stormwater management activities, without
the need to establish a municipal authority. PSAB believes this is needed to provide boroughs with the ability
to generate resources to cope with federal MS4 and
related DEP mandates. Without clear statutory authority
in the Borough Code enabling the imposition of a fee to
remedy MS4s, it continues as an unfunded mandate on
borough communities. The bill passed the House in June
2017. House Bill 914 was reported out of the Senate Local
Government Committee and is awaiting final passage in
the Senate.

For the past six legislative sessions, lawmakers and stakeholders have sought to modernize the state’s Emergency
Management Code (Title 35). Senate Bill 1019 was recently
introduced as the latest version to modernize the code.
PSAB recently testified before the Senate Veterans Affairs
& Emergency Preparedness Committee on SB 1019. The
bill seeks to build agility in the provision of disaster and
emergency services while prompting uniform collaboration
among those meeting emergency needs. PSAB applauds
the creation of the Disaster Emergency Fund and is
engaged in discussion on other points of the bill. You can
read PSAB’s testimony at www.boroughs.org.

Emergency Procurements

Use of Radar by Local Police

The current Borough Code requires boroughs to undergo
competitive bidding for all purchases and contracts over
$19,700. However, it is unclear regarding bidding for
emergency purchases and contracts. PSAB supports
HB 99 because it would accelerate the ability of a borough
to respond swiftly to emergencies in their communities,
such as broken water or sewer lines. It would amend
Section 1402 (d) of the Borough Code to allow a borough
to make necessary purchases in response to an emergency.

PSAB has long advocated for the use of radar by municipal
police for responsible speed timing technology. This is a
standing policy that has been adopted by members of the
Association. PSAB is also a member of the Radar Coalition.
PA continues to be the only state in the country whose
local police cannot use this technology to ensure safety on
their roadways.

Support for USDA Rural
Development Programs
The U.S. Department of Agriculture funds programs
through the annual Agriculture, Rural Development,
Food and Drug Administration, and related agency
appropriations bills. In May 2017, the President signed
an omnibus spending package that included $2.94
billion for USDA programs, which was a $265 million
increase over 2016 levels. The USDA Rural Utilities
Service administers programs that provide much-needed infrastructure improvements to rural areas. These
include water and wastewater treatment, electric,
power, and telecommunication services. PSAB supports
these programs that increase access to broadband; fund
sustainable renewable energy development and conservation; finance reliable and affordable electric systems;
and integrate electric smart grid technologies.

The bill would require council to adopt a resolution stating
the extent of the emergency and the actions taken at its
next public meeting. This would provide accountability
and transparency for emergency expenditures and would
refute any challenges to the decisions made during such a
circumstance. Other municipal codes already contain similar provisions. This measure would also provide boroughs
similar abilities in instances when the governor declares
a statewide emergency under Title 35. HB 99 passed the
House in March 2017 and was recently voted out of the
Senate Local Government Committee. It is now before the
Senate for final passage.

This session, PSAB supported HB 43 and SB 251.
Senate Bill 251 passed the Senate in June 2017. However,
the House Transportation Committee recently amended SB
251 to include language from HB 2148 which would create a
six-year pilot program; only allow radar for accredited police
departments; and would require an engineering study for
any road chosen for speed enforcement. While this is a step
toward implementing radar in PA, PSAB opposed HB 2148
because of its restrictions on local governments.

Bills Signed into Law
Advocated By PSAB
Act 38 of 2017 prohibits tax collectors from accepting checks in his or her name. Checks can only
be made payable to the name of the office, title,
or position and be deposited into a separate bank
account only used for tax money.
Act 42 of 2017 allows municipalities to opt-out
of gaming expansion. The act also fixes the Local
Share Assessment which was struck down as
unconstitutional.
Act 50 of 2017 moves oversight of the PA
One Call System under the Public Utilities
Commission. Damage reporting was also made
mandatory. The law will sunset in 2022.
Act 54 of 2017 allows members of the military
to count time served on active duty toward their
one-year residency requirement for serving in
elected borough offices.

MEMBER ACTION ALERT!
Sign up for email alerts at
www.boroughs.org.

New! When you act on a PSAB action alert
or other legislative matters, let PSAB know!
Send an email to actnow@boroughs.org.

