Use of Radar by Local Police

Regulation of Municipal Electric

PSAB has long advocated for the use of radar by
municipal police for responsible speed timing
technology. This is a standing policy that has
been adopted by members of the Association.
PSAB is also a member of the Radar Coalition.

PSAB opposes HB 1405 that would cause burdensome regulation on municipal electric providers.
Thirty-five boroughs own and operate their own
electricity. PSAB formally opposed this legislation
through Resolution 2017-15, which was adopted at
the PSAB Annual Conference.

PSAB supports HB 43 and SB 251. Senate Bill
251 has been voted out of the Senate Transportation and Appropriations Committees, and is
pending final passage in the Senate.
PA continues to be the only state in the country
whose local police cannot use this technology to
ensure safety on their roadways. Latest statistics
published by the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration indicate that PA has the worst
record for speed-related fatalities.

Tax-Exempt Properties
PA boroughs are home to a high number of
non-profit and tax-exempt entities including
historic landmarks, hospitals, colleges, and state
properties. Some boroughs are saddled with up to
70 percent of their properties in tax-exempt status.
PSAB endorses measures requiring non-profit
organizations to pay appropriate taxes based on
their assessed values as they benefit from local services funded by residents and local businesses.

Sunshine Act & Right-to-Know

PSAB supports HB 914 that would allow boroughs to assess fees for stomwater management
activities, without the need to establish a municipal authority. PSAB believes this is needed
to provide boroughs with the ability to generate
resources to cope with federal MS4 and related
DEP mandates.

Boroughs that operate their own electric companies buy electric wholesale from a distributor, and
provide power at a rate that is regulated locally.
Under this proposal, boroughs would develop a
rate based on several factors, including staff costs,
repairs, and debt service. This rate would then be
locked in for three months.

PSAB believes the Sunshine Act strikes the right
balance between transparency and a borough’s
need to engage in sensitive personnel and contractual discussions in executive session. However, PSAB opposes HB 37 which would regulate
executive sessions and place another unfunded
mandate on local governments and taxpayers.

Without clear statutory authority in the Borough
Code enabling the imposition of a fee to remedy
MS4s, it continues as an unfunded mandate on
borough communities.

PSAB is opposed to this legislation because it takes
away local decision making. Many communities
who operate their own municipal electric have
found ways to reduce or eliminate property taxes.

House Bill 1620 was introduced as a way to speed
up the deployment of new wireless broadband
technologies. While PSAB supports the deployment of such technologies, we believe it must be
done in an orderly fashion that preserves public
safety and protects the public rights-of-way.

The House also unanimously approved HR 50
which authorized the Legislative Budget and
Finance Committee to study the financial implications of the Right-to-Know Law. Thank you
to the members who responded with the needed
data to prove the financial costs associated with
burdensome requests. The study will be used to
put forth recommendations for any legislative
remedies.

Municipal Water & Sewer Authorities

PSAB Past President Chuck Mummert spoke
at the Rally for Road Safety advocating for
passage of this critical technology.

Stormwater Mandates

PSAB opposes HB 798, which would move
oversight of municipal water and wastewater
systems and authorities under the Public Utilities Commission (PUC), thus taking away local
decision making.
Under the proposal, rate decisions would be
made by the PUC, and not by local officials. It
would create another unfunded mandate on
local communities with rate cases at the PUC
costing between $200,000 and $400,000. Local
assets, including treatment plants, could be lost
to private entities.
PSAB is also concerned that the PUC is not
equipped to handle oversight of an additional
1,000 publicly-owned systems.

Wireless Infrastructure Deployment

Unfortunately, HB 1620 is a threat to preserving
municipal rights relating to the regulation of
public rights-of-way. House Bill 1620 would
strip away all zoning authority from municipalities over wireless antennas and equipment in the
public rights-of-way; severely limit fees for facilities in your rights-of-way; prohibit standard legal
protections such as indemnification; and expose
municipal legal counsel to penalties and fines for
drafting ordinances contrary to the new act.
For these reasons, PSAB fully opposes HB 1620
and urges you to contact your state representative
to express your opposition.

Sign up for email alerts
at www.boroughs.org.

CDBG Funding

PSAB opposes proposed cuts to the 2017-18 fedWireless Infrastruc
eral budget which calls for the elimination of the
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
program, which funds a myriad of social service,
economic development, and housing programs
in this community. Please contact your U.S.
Congressmen and U.S. Senators and urge
them to oppose cuts to this program.

PSAB officers spent two days in Washington,
D.C. advocating for the preservation of CDBG
funding, and discussed other priorities.

•

About PSAB’s Resolutions Process

PSAB Conferences & Education

Boroughs or County Boroughs Associations can
put forth resolutions for consideration and can
ask PSAB to advocate for or against an action.
These resolutions are voted on by delegates during
the business meeting at the PSAB Annual Conference each year. Each borough can appoint one
voting delegate to represent it during the voting
process.

PSAB 107th Annual Conference
“Put Your HEART Into Your Governing”
(Honesty, Ethics, Accountability,
Responsibility, Trust)
June 10-13, 2018
Hershey Lodge
PA Municipal Legal Update
Aug. 8 & 9, 2018
Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey

Resolutions serve as a basis for public policy
changes sought by PSAB advocates. Lawmakers
and their staff at both state and national levels will
note that their borough constituents are requesting
action to address these issues.

PSAB Fall Leadership Conference
Oct. 12-14, 2018
Seven Springs Mountain Resort

Sample resolutions are available on PSAB’s website,
www.boroughs.org under the “Legislative” tab.
Resolutions are due to PSAB by April 11, 2018.

2941 N. Front Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110
www.boroughs.org
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Department of Government Affairs

Ed Troxell

Director of Government Affairs
800-232-7722, Ext. 1021
etroxell@boroughs.org

Ron Grutza

Regulatory Affairs Coordinator
800-232-7722, Ext. 1044
rgrutza@boroughs.org

Stephanie Drake

Resolutions also unify PSAB members by identifying common issues facing our boroughs.
Numerous successful policies and laws have been
implemented as a result of advocacy efforts based
on PSAB member resolutions.
Adopted resolutions are included in the PSAB Municipal Policy Statement, which is PSAB’s public
policy position document of record.

PA State Association of Boroughs

New! When you take action on a
PSAB action alert or other legislative
matters, let PSAB know!
Send an email to
actnow@boroughs.org

Executive Administrator
Government Affairs Liaison
JCP Program Director
Assistant Producer, Inside PA Boroughs
800-232-7722, Ext. 1017
sdrake@boroughs.org

Leslie Suhr

Director of Public Affairs
Managing Editor, Borough News
Managing Producer, Inside PA Boroughs
800-232-7722, Ext. 1049
lsuhr@boroughs.org
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Advancing Our Legislative Priorities

