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Report Issued on Improving First
Responder Recruitment, Retention
With fire and
problems we are facing.”
ambulance serFor example, the number of
vices continuing
volunteer firefighters shrunk
to struggle localfrom about 300,000 in the 1980s
ly and across the
to 38,000 today, according to
Commonwealth,
the Pennsylvania Fire and
a 39-member
Rep. Steve Barrar
Emergency Services Institute.
commission that
included lawmakers and repre“While their shared mission is
sentatives of statewide fire and
public safety, the fire and EMS
emergency medical service (EMS) communities are very different
organizations released a detailed as far as their needs go – a onereport and recommendations for
size-fits-all solution to this crisis
action. The Senate Resolution 6
will not work,” said Rep. Frank
(SR 6) Commission was estabFarry (R-Bucks), a member of
lished by a concurrent resolution
the commission. “This report
adopted in the Legislature in
provides a menu of options, so
spring 2017.
communities can find what
solutions will work best for them
After the bipartisan, bicameral
and the Legislature can ensure
commission held a series
statewide improvements provide
of meetings during the last
the appropriate amount of
year, it created a report of
flexibility.”
27 recommendations about
how to address recruitment
As a volunteer firefighter for
and retention problems in the
nearly 30 years and fire chief
Commonwealth.
of Langhorne-Middletown Fire
“Since the report was released
now, we will be able to hit the
ground running when the next
legislative session begins in
January,” said Rep. Steve Barrar
(R-Chester/Delaware), a co-chair
of the SR 6 Commission. “We
will be able to hold hearings, as
necessary, and draft legislation to
make a real difference with the
20 |

Department for 18 years, Farry
used his experiences with other
first-responder commission
members to help develop the
report.
Recommendations included
providing tax credit expansion
for personnel and free
community college or state
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university system tuition funding
for basic fire and emergency
medical technician training
for all firefighters and EMS
personnel.
Concepts, like regionalization,
were also suggested in the report.
The concept would be to provide
a core of career personnel to
handle the “routine” responses
supported by volunteers to
handle more involved responses.
Another recommendation was
to raise the fine for misusing
fireworks from $100 to $500, with
the majority being retained by
local governments to better equip
them to handle the significant
increase in calls made in many
communities across the state.
The final report recommended
specific legislative action for the
General Assembly in the 2019-20
session, which began in January.
The commission noted its
next step is to educate local
governments and members of the
House and Senate on the issues
and solutions.
A full copy of the report is
available on https://boroughs.org
under “Legislative Resources.”

Have a
Question?

Court Strikes Down Parts
of Fireworks Law
The Commonwealth Court ruled
in December 2018 that part of
Pennsylvania’s new fireworks
law (Act 43 of 2017) was unconstitutional, including throwing
out the part that permitted sales
from roadside tents.
Also, the availability of such
explosives will be limited instate buyers.
The rest of the law was left
intact. Sales of Roman candles,
bottle rockets, and other
airborne fireworks will continue

at the state’s brick-and-mortar
fireworks stores.
The 2017 law’s 12 percent tax
will also remain in place.
Pennsylvania limits sales of
consumer-grade fireworks to
people at least 18 years old.
Users must have permission of
the property owner and may
not use them inside buildings
or motor vehicles or within 150
feet of an occupied structure.
Violations are punishable by
fines.

PSAB’s Government
Affairs Department
Can Help.
Ed Troxell
Director of
Government Affairs
etroxell@boroughs.org
Ron Grutza
Assistant Director of
Government Relations
& Regulatory Affairs
Coordinator
rgrutza@boroughs.org
Stephanie Drake
Government
Affairs Liaison
sdrake@boroughs.org
Leslie Suhr
Director of Public Affairs
lsuhr@boroughs.org

Increased Access for Seniors Seeking
Prescription Drug Assistance
Act 87 of 2018 expanded
income limits for older
Pennsylvanians who qualify
for the Pharmaceutical
Assistance Contract for the
Elderly Needs Enhancement
Tier (PACENET) program.
Modifications made under Act
87 marked the first expansion
of income eligibility limits for
PACENET in nearly 15 years.
Under the Act, income limits for
PACENET have increased from
$23,500 to $27,500 for individuals

and from $31,500 to $35,500 for
married couples.
The PA Department of Aging
estimates that an additional
14,500 individuals will be eligible
for PACENET due to the income
eligibility expansion.
PACENET and its companion
program, PACE, are funded by
the PA State Lottery.
For more information, visit
www.aging.pa.gov.

https://boroughs.org |
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Concise Annual Financial Reporting
Permitted Under New Law
Act 135 of 2018 amended the
Borough Code to provide for
publication in a newspaper of
general circulation, concise
annual financial information,
approved by the auditor(s) and
consistent with the audited
financial statements, for:
• Total assets, total liabilities, and
total net position at the end of
the fiscal year, and
• Total revenue, total expenses,
and changes in total net
position for that fiscal year.
It also requires that the
newspaper publication include
reference to a place within the
borough where full copies of
the annual financial reporting
information may be examined.
The act further stipulated that
if the full required annual
financial reporting information
is not published, a copy shall
be supplied to the publishing
newspaper when the request for
publication is submitted.
Prior to Act 135, the Borough
Code required the auditors to
annually publish in a newspaper
of general circulation, a financial

22 |

statement with the following:

valuation of the borough.

• The balance in the treasury at
• The assets of the borough with
the beginning of the fiscal year.
their character and value.
• All revenue received during
the fiscal year by major
classifications.

• The date of the last maturity of
the respective forms of funded
debt.

• All expenditures made during
the fiscal year by major
functions and the current
resources and liabilities of the
borough at the end of the fiscal
year.

• The assets in each sinking fund.

• The gross liability and net debt
of the borough.
• The amount of assessed
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This amendment will reduce
advertising costs while
continuing to ensure financial
transparency. The act took effect
Dec. 23, 2018.

EPA, Army Corps Propose New Waters of U.S. Definition
The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and
the Department of the Army are
proposing a clear, understandable,
and implementable definition of
“waters of the United States” that
clarifies federal authority under
the Clean Water Act.
Unlike the 2015 definition of
“waters of the United States,” this
proposal contains a straightforward definition that would result
in significant cost savings, protect the nation’s navigable waters,
help sustain economic growth,
and reduce barriers to business
development.

dollars on engineering and legal
professionals.”
The agencies’ proposal is the
second step in a two-step
process to review and revise
the definition of “waters of the
United States” consistent with
President Donald Trump’s
February 2017 Executive Order
entitled “Restoring the Rule of
Law, Federalism, and Economic
Growth by Reviewing the ‘Waters
of the United States’ Rule.”

The Executive Order states that
it is in the national interest to
ensure that the nation’s navigable waters are kept free from
As Resolution 2015-19, the
pollution, while at the same time
Pennsylvania State Association of promoting economic growth,
Boroughs opposed the EPA and
minimizing regulatory uncerthe U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ tainty, and showing due regard
expansion of the Clean Water Act, for the roles of Congress and the
as proposed in the Waters of the
states under the Constitution.
U.S. regulation.
The agencies’ proposed rule
“Our proposal would replace the
would provide clarity, predictEPA’s 2015 definition with one
ability and consistency so that
that respects the limits of the
the regulated community can
Clean Water Act and provides
easily understand where the
states and landowners the
Clean Water Act applies – and
certainty they need to manage
where it does not. Under the
their natural resources and
agencies’ proposal, traditional
grow local economies,” said EPA
navigable waters, tributaries
Acting Administrator Andrew
to those waters, certain ditches,
Wheeler. “For the first time, we
certain lakes and ponds, imare clearly defining the difference poundments of jurisdictional
between federally protected
waters, and wetlands adjacent
waterways and state protected
to jurisdictional waters would
waterways. Our simpler and
be federally regulated. It also
clearer definition would help
details what are not “waters
landowners understand whether
of the United States,” such as
a project on their property will
features that only contain water
require a federal permit or not,
during or in response to rainwithout spending thousands of
fall (e.g., ephemeral features);

groundwater; many ditches,
including most roadside or farm
ditches; prior converted cropland; stormwater control features;
and waste treatment systems.
The agencies believe this proposed definition appropriately
identifies waters that should be
subject to regulation under the
Clean Water Act while respecting the role of states and tribes
in managing their own land and
water resources. States and many
tribes have existing regulations
that apply to waters within their
borders, whether or not they are
considered “waters of the United
States.” The agencies’ proposal
gives states and tribes more flexibility in determining how best
to manage their land and water
resources while protecting the nation’s navigable waters as intended by Congress when it enacted
the Clean Water Act.
The agencies invited written
pre-proposal recommendations
and received more than 6,000
recommendations that the
agencies have considered in
developing this proposal. The
agencies listened to those directly
affected by the regulations, and
this proposal balances the input
the agencies received from a wide
range of stakeholders.
More information including a prepublication version of the Federal
Register notice, the supporting
analyses, and fact sheets are
available at https://www.epa.gov/
wotus-rule.
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