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Delta Borough, York County is a
municipality filled with history
and it has the Historic Places
designations to show for it.
Most recently, Delta Borough
Councilman Richard Magnifico’s
home at 306 Broad St. was added
to the National Register of
Historic Places in 2018.
The home, known officially as
the Hugh and Elizabeth Ross
Whiteford House, was the first
residence in Delta Borough and
was built in 1744 by Alexander
McCandless.
After becoming home to the
Rosses, it remained in the family
until 1905.
The house was also the birthplace
of James Ross, an 18th century
U.S. senator, negotiator, and
unsuccessful gubernatorial
candidate.
Born in 1762, Ross attended
Princeton University and passed
the bar examination in 1784.
He was a delegate to the PA
constitution conventions and a
senator from 1794 until 1803.
During this time, President
George Washington appointed
Ross to negotiate with the rebels
of the Whiskey Rebellion.
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Richard Magnifico.

Ross House Touts Unique History in Delta Borough

The Ross Whiteford House in Delta Borough, York County.

He was also an advocate for the
free navigation of the Mississippi
and promoted the city of
Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, as
the gateway to the West.
He ran unsuccessfully as a
Federalist candidate for governor
of Pennsylvania.
He died in 1847 in what is
now Pittsburgh. Ross Street
in downtown Pittsburgh, the
neighboring suburb of Ross
Township, James Ross Place in
Fox Chapel Borough, and Ross
County, Ohio, are named in his
honor.
In 1983, Delta’s Main Street
historic district was listed on
the National Register of Historic
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Places. While the town has
Revolutionary ties, many today
know it for its 19th century slate
industry that attracted workers
from Wales, who brought with
them a love of music.
Today, semi-annual Welsh
singing festivals attract hundreds
of people from across the U.S.
and Canada. The choir that
calls Delta and its Rehoboth
Welsh Church home sang at the
wedding of actress Catherine
Zeta-Jones and actor Michael
Douglas in 2000.
To learn more about Delta, visit
www.deltaboroughpa.org.

